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Promote female child birth rate
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In India the population of
girls has been decreasing. We
need to understand that girls
are our fortune. Socio-
economic empowerment of
women is essential for making
informed decisions and for
change of the mind sets. A
healthy male-female ratio is a
social need. While female
foeticide is bad in itself, the fact
that millions of girls are
"missing" in India has profound
human and social implications.
A stronger law to deal with
those resorting to sex-selective
abortions needs to be enacted.

The reasons for high number
of incidence of female foeticide
in India include a deep rooted
traditional son preference,
continued practice of dowry and
concern for safety of the girl
child and exploitation and abuse
of women and girl children. In
order to curb female foeticide
and improve the sex ratio, a
strong a multi-pronged strategy
that includes legislative
measures, advocacy,
awareness generation and
programmes for socio-
economic empowerment of
women is needed. According to
a study in India by an Indo-
Canadian team of researchers,
about 5,00,000 female foetuses
have been aborted annually.
This estimate appears to be
closer to the truth. Atrocities
against women are on the rise,
and female foeticide is one of
the most brutal of them all.
Despite a slew of laws to
prevent female foeticide and
schemes to encourage families
to have girl child, the ratio is
declining. Female foeticide is a
shocking practice that has
grown in the last few decades.
Although the media and the
government have made
attempts to highlight the
negative impact of pre-natal sex
identification and selective

abortion, the practice continues
as reflected in the declining sex
ratio.

There's a huge deficit of
women because families fear
the cost of raising a daughter.
It is a commonly practiced
tradition (despite being
outlawed) that the bride's family
pays a large sum of money to
the groom's family at the
wedding. Plus, women are
generally not seen as bread-
winners and or allowed to
inherit wealth like men in some
states. Sex-selection is now
spreading to rural areas as the
technology gets cheaper and
enforcement of the law remains
ineffectual. The imbalance in
sex ratio may increase violence,
including rape, against women.
With many men remaining
unmarried, prostitution will
increase substantially. Media
exposes of doctors providing
sex-selection services and
offering to abort girls are
commonplace, but they have
little overall impact because
demand is too strong. Doctors
and radiologists conducting, or
soliciting parents for, sex
determination tests can be
imprisoned up to five years and
fined up to Rs.50,000. Despite
the PC & PNDT Act, the
conviction rate is low and the
selection of male child before
conception and female foeticide
continue to take place. Despite
rising levels of education,
gender awareness and
stringent pro-women laws,
change has been slow and
violence against women is
increasing. Visionary
leadership, stringent
implementation of laws and a
united effort to discourage
dowry are the need of the hour.
Educational programmes
encouraging parents to view
daughters as no less valuable
than sons need to be mounted.
Time has now come to
formulate an action plan to
launch a campaign to change
the mindset of people and to
promote female child birth rate.
(B-15 Jyoti-Kalash Society,
Jodhpur Tekra, Satellite,
Ahmedabad - 380 015)

Be careful if you receive a message about RTO fines or gas bills
Ahmedabad, If you receive

a message from RTO challan,
gas bill, mobile provider on
your mobile phone, open it
with caution. If you open any
message, your bank account
can be wiped out. In Gujarat,
incidents of cyber fraud have
increased by sending such
messages and controlling
SMS. The police have also
now asked people to be alert
about this. Bhaskar had a
conversation with cyber
experts and officials related to
cyber crime about how these
incidents are happening and
what people should be careful
about to avoid them. People
who have been victims of such
messages also told their
stories to Bhaskar.

87 complaints registered
on 1930 helpline.

With the increase in

incidents of fraud by sending
messages in Gujarat, the
cyber cell is collecting data on
such incidents happening in
the state. Ahmedabad Cyber
Crime Officer Dharmendra
Sharma told Bhaskar that so
far, approximately 87
complaints have been
registered. Most of which are
complaints received on 1930.
In which the figure of fraud
committed has come to light
to be more than one crore.

How does fraud happen?
It is being revealed that

people's money is being lost
due to many modus operandi
of cyber crime. In which a
message is sent from the RTO
or from the mobile service
provider that the person has
made some mistake and a
warning is given that the
phone will be switched off.

After reading this, the mobile
holder clicks on the message
and immediately the APK file
is downloaded in the
background on the mobile.
Gradually, access to your
phone goes to the other
person in two ways.

What is an APK file and
what are its dangers?

APK (Android Package Kit)
is the format of Android
applications. Apps downloaded
from trusted platforms like
Google Play Store or Apple
Store are safe because they
are scanned for security. But
such unknown APK files are
full of malware (viruses). By
downloading and installing this
file, criminals get complete
access to your phone. This
app steals your contacts,
messages, gallery, banking
app passwords, OTP and other

personal information. This can
empty your bank account or
misuse your photos, videos or
documents to blackmail you.

People from small villages
to big cities have become
victims. Gujarat Cyber Crime
is currently advising people
not to open unknown SMS and
download any links. Because
what has happened in Gujarat
in the last one week is very
shocking. Be it a small village
or a big city, everyone is
currently afraid of phishing
attacks and the statistics that
have come to light in this
regard are very shocking. From
cities like Ahmedabad,
Vadodara, Surat, Rajkot to
small villages, people have
also faced phishing attacks and
an amount of more than one
crore rupees has disappeared.
Different agencies are working

in this regard. Ahmedabad
Cyber Crime ACP Hardik
Makadia told Divya Bhaskar
that usually when you press
this message, the APK file gets
downloaded in the background
and in which they take control
of your SMS due to which you
get to know about the financial
transaction late. Generally, you
should stay away from such
messages or links. Currently,
messages from RTO and
mobile operators are coming
and in this regard, the process
of registering a complaint in
Cyber Crime has also been
initiated. DCP Lavina Sinha of
Ahmedabad Cyber Crime
Branch told Divya Bhaskar that
currently many messages of
RTO memos are coming in, in
this regard we have also
initiated the process of
registering a complaint.


